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New to the PAT network 

 

 

 

 

 

Travel Mole Press Zone 

Pacific Asia Tourism Pty Ltd is now featured on the Press Zone of Travel Mole the highly 

acclaimed and largest global online community for the Travel and Tourism Industry with 

over 450,000 registered newswire subscribers 

http://www.travelmole.com/press_member.php?id=206 

PAT Communiques on line 

All past Communiques are now available online using the digital publishing platform, 

www.issuu.com. (cool technology).  Useful if you are looking for some of the items listed 

each month in the PAT Communique Resources section 

http://issuu.com/mylibrary?view=pending 

 

www.pacificasiatourism.org 

ISABEL SEBASTIAN  - experience in nature tourism, ecotourism, 

sustainable tourism and the wellness tourism sectors in Australia, 

Venezuela and Bhutan. 15 years experience working with a wide range 

of orangisations in the tourism industry such as travel agencies; tour 

operators; airlines; Tourism Industry Associations; local, regional and 

national Government Tourism Organisations; Protected Area 

Management Agencies; Hotels and Resorts and in the sustainable 

tourism consulting business. Graduate in Environmental Management 

(Macquarie University) & Tourism Management (Victoria University, 

Australia) 

 

Dr Rowan Mactaggart has had 30 years professional experience in 

senior positions associated with the management of international 

development including direct appointments with government 

institutions, and technical assistance and capacity building consultancy 

assignments focused on the achievement of practical outcomes.  He 

was most recently Chief of Party for the Ethiopian Sustainable Tourism 

Alliance, a project within the USAID supported Global Sustainable 

Tourism Alliance. He has direct experience of the policies and practices 

of major donors including AusAID, DFID, Sida, EC, USAID, World Bank, 

and both Asian and African Development Banks and has worked 

throughout Asia Pacific, Africa, Europe and the Middle East.  



Antarctica, South Georgia & the Falkland Islands  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

www.zeco.com/destinations/antarctica-cruise.asp?dateid=604&section=itinerary#dayid5888 

 

Australian Youth Ambassadors for Development 

The Australian Youth Ambassadors for Development (www.AYAD.com.au) Program is an 

Australian Government initiative aimed at strengthening mutual understanding between 

Australia and countries of the Asia-Pacific region and at making a positive contribution to 

development. The program places skilled young Australians (aged 18 to 30) on short-

term assignments (three to twelve months duration) in eligible countries. The AYAD 

Program is fully funded by AusAID, the Australian Government’s overseas aid agency 

and managed by Austraining International (the AYAD Management Team), a South 

Australian international project management company. 

 

Pacific Asia Tourism Pty Ltd is an Australian Partner Organisation (APO) with 

AYAD. APOs provide additional support to the management of AYAD assignments by:  

• providing an assignment-specific pre-departure briefing for the AYAD  

• acting as a mentor to support the AYAD on assignment by engaging in regular email 

contact and providing advice and assistance with any issues that arise  

• providing an assignment-specific debrief on the AYAD’s return  

• providing additional resources to support the achievement of assignment outcomes 

(optional).  

 

During 2009, we were APO for: 

 

Kiribati: Dr Glenn Hornby – digital marketing in tourism with National Kiribati Tourism 

Organisation  www.visit-kiribati.com 

 

Tonga: Sibylla MacDonald  - Media and Communications Officer with Tonga Visitors 

Bureau - continuing on into 2010 www.tongaholiday.com 

 

In 2010, we will be APO for two more AYAD’s: 

 

Mongolia: Emily Hyndes PhD will join the National University of Mongolia for the 9 

month position of Eco-Tourism Field Education Trainer, located in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. 

The focus of the assignment will be Eco-tourism curriculum development. 

www.num.edu.mn 

 

South Pacific: Based in Suva, Fiji at the office of the South Pacific Tourism 

Organisation, Jayne Uthmeyer will take on the position of Online Tourism Marketing 

Trainer www.south-paciic.travel 

PAT Director, Suzanne Noakes is well into her current January 

Antarctic expedition with Zegrahm Expeditions – taking the 

odd Zodiac trip into the very cold waters – but she reports 

sunny days below freezing point.  

Learning about Sir Ernest Shackleton’s expedition history, the 

expedition started out from Buenos Aires, Argentina and has 

traveled to the Antarctic Peninsula, Elephant Island & Devil 

Island, via the little-known natural wonderland of South 

Georgia, and the Falkland Islands. 

She is aboard expedition ship Le Diamant 
http://www.ponant.com/index.php?module=navire&opt=2&co 



 

Focus on Indonesia: 

Pacific Asia Tourism Pty Ltd founders are active investors in Ecolodges Indonesia 

 

Orang-utan Foundation on International Actively Seeking Volunteer for "A Year 

with a Hero" 

 

 The administrative offices of OFI are in Los Angeles, where a full-time Administrative 

Director and a part-time bookkeeper are employed. In addition to her work with OFI, Dr. 

Galdikas teaches part time at Simon Fraser University. She is also a writer, with the 

need to finish work on her next project. The volunteer role is for an Assistant would 

be to help manage her communications with all stakeholders. 

http://oficlub.ning.com/forum/topic/show?id=4059967%3ATopic%3A1067&xgs=1&xg_s

ource=msg_share_topic 

Ecolodges Indonesia welcomes  the INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF BIODIVERSITY.  

 

 
 

IYB www.cbd.int/2010/ is a unique opportunity to increase understanding of the vital 

role that biodiversity plays in sustaining life on Earth, 
www.travelmole.com/press_article.php?news_id=1140336 

Sustainable Travel International forges new links with Ecolodges Indonesia 

In a comprehensive first-of-its-kind agreement, a not-for-profit global leader in 

sustainable development and responsible tourism has entered into a collaboration 

arrangement with an emerging economy ecotourism operator for biodiversity 

conservation and enhancement of local community livelihoods.  

The new collaboration addresses how greater travel consumer awareness about 

sustainability is rapidly turning green strategies into good tourism business practice. 

                            

Dr. Birute Galdikas  (a colleague shareholder in Ecolodges Indonesia) 

http://www.orangutan.org/aboutourpresident.php is a well-known 

primatologist specializing in orangutan research who has devoted the 

last thirty-eight years to the study and protection of wild orangutans. 

As the President of Orangutan Foundation International, she is 

responsible for 220 Indonesian employees, 350 orphan orangutans, 

6,000 wild orangutans, and 1,800 square miles of protected forest. 

Safeguarding irreplaceable natural wealth and reduce 

biodiversity loss through small-scale ecotourism – 

Ecolodges Indonesia takes a global lead for industry 

support for IYB.  
 



Sustainable Travel International (STI) is a USA registered non-profit organization 

whose mission is to promote sustainable development through responsible travel by 

providing programs that help travellers, businesses and destinations protect the 

environment, preserve cultural heritage and promote economic development. 

www.sustainabletravelinternational.org 

Ecolodges Indonesia (ELI) has pioneered take-up of international sustainable tourism 

certification adoption in Indonesia, and is committed to actions which contribute to the 

achievement of the UN Millennium Development Goals via ecotourism investments and 

operations. The company’s current four Ecolodges have a focus on wildlife conservation 

and improving the livelihoods of local communities where the properties are located. 

www.ecolodgesindonesia.com 

Both STI and Ecolodges Indonesia have supported the Global Partnership for 

Sustainable Tourism Criteria initiated by Rainforest Alliance, the United Nations 

Environment Programme (UNEP), the United Nations Foundation, and the United 

Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO), launched at the World Conservation 

Congress in October 2008. These criteria set the minimum standard that any tourism 

business should aspire to reach in order to protect and sustain the world’s natural and 

cultural resources while ensuring tourism meets its potential as a tool for poverty 

alleviation. www.sustainabletourismcriteria.org 

Media coverage: http://www.etravelblackboard.com/showarticle.asp?id=100889 

Vietnam 

   

PAT continues to support the Long Tan Trek Funding raising tour.  Departs 17 Oct., 

2010. Led by Dave Sabben,  the platoon commander of 12 Platoon, Delta Company, and 

6 RAR. (Royal Australian Regiment) who fought in the battle of Long Tan. The trip will 

raise funds for the local area Baria Orphanage and Nui Dat kindergarten. 

For tour program: www.nntravel.com.au/images/stories/itinerary_avvrg_long_tan_trek.pdf 

For bookings: 

www.nntravel.com.au/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=13&Itemid=34 

Battle of Long Tan site visit, 2008 Steve Noakes, 

www.mannington.com.au/AVVRG/Documents/Steve%20Noakes.PDF  

Australia Vietnam Volunteers Resource Group Inc. http://www.avvrg.org.au 

 

http://mdgasiapacific.org 



 

World Committee on Tourism Ethics 

Established in 2004, as an independent and impartial body made up of eminent 

personalities of high moral character and recognized competence. The Members of the 

Committee are elected in their personal capacities and not as officials of governments or 

representatives of their countries. The next meeting will be held in Luxor,  

 Egypt, on 15 and  16 April 2010.   PAT founder, Steve Noakes, is a member. 

http://www.unwto.org/sdt/committees/en/ethics.php?op=4&subop=7 

First UNWTO Tourism Marketing Seminar in Bhutan 

 

 

Global Sustainable Tourism Criteria (GSTC) initiative 

Common link for Oceania (and Asia): Steve Noakes has represented the Oceania 

Sustainable Tourism Alliance on the Partnerships for the GSTC and been an active 

member of the Temporary Executive Board of STSC. With the merger, he is now a 

member of the Interim Advisory Committee of the new TSC.  Powerpoint to explain 

GSTC + STSC = TSC.  Introducing how the Partnership for Global Sustainable Tourism 

Criteria and the Sustainable Tourism Stewardship Council are merging to form the new 

TOURISM SUSTAINABILITY COUNCIL. 

http://www.oceaniatourismalliance.net/Documents/GSTC%20STSC%20TSC%20Sep%20

09%20OCEANIA.pdf 

 

Key supporting institutions for the Tourism Sustainability Council: 

    
 

In the news: 

 

1. Green Meetings Portal: GSTC highlighted in Sabre Article 

http://www.sustainablemeetingsportal.com/2009/11/green-brand-sets-travel-

provider-apart-2/ 

2. GSTC highlighted in World Economic Forum Report Low Carbon Travel and Tourism 

Sector 

http://www.weforum.org/pdf/ip/att/ClimateChangeReportCopenhagen.pdf 

 

3. GSTC highlighted in WTTC Report Leading the Challenge on Climate Change 

http://www.wttc.org/bin/pdf/original_pdf_file/climate_change_final.pdf 

 

4. GSTC highlighted in UNEP/ GRID-Arendal’s periodic publication Environment & 

Poverty Times http://www.grida.no/publications/et/ep6/ 

www.grida.no/_res/site/file/publications/PET06_screen.pdf 

Event coverage now on the UNWTO website: http://www.unwto-

themis.org/en/noticias/butan.htm 

The main objective of this UNWTO/Themis Foundation Seminar was to 

overcome the needs assessed during the first day of this event while 

giving a very practical approach on competitiveness based on the 

success of tourism destinations, marketing: research, positioning, 

segmentation, and tourism marketing in general. Steve Noakes, Bhutan  



 

Fellowship opportunity, USA   

 
 

The successful candidate is provided with a return airfare to the USA, and other 

establishment funding. In addition, Forest and Wood Products Australia (FWPA) provides 

further financial aid to increase the monthly allowance granted to students. The 

experienced scientists from the World Forest Institute in Portland will then guide the 

Fellow, assisting them to conduct their research projects and write their reports. You will 

need a Bachelor's degree in forestry or forest products or its equivalent and preferably 

two years' post-graduate experience.     

http://wfi.worldforestry.org/index/international-fellowship.html 

www.gottsteintrust.org/html/info/wfifel.htm 

Customer Service training programs 

For quality customer service training programs conducted by Suzanne Noakes across the 

Pacific Asia region, go to 

www.oceaniatourismalliance.net/Documents/Training%20&%20Education%20Suzanne%

20Noakes%2009%20Nov%2008.pdf 

 

 

Some Pacific Asia Tourism Pty Ltd links: 

  

  

   

www.kokodatrackfoundation.org 

The Gottstein Trust, acting on behalf of the 

World Forest Institute (WFI), each year 

invites applications from Australian 

candidates to take up a Fellowship for up to 

12 months at Portland, Oregon, USA. 

 



Resources 

 

 

TED is a nonprofit organization devoted to Ideas Worth Spreading. Started as a four-day 

conference in California 25 years ago, TED has grown to support those world-changing 

ideas with multiple initiatives. 

Webcast on http://www.tedxwhistler.com/ to a worldwide audience, the 18 February 

2010 event will feature thought leaders in tourism and sustainability and engage 

dialogue with participants and with webcast viewers through the micro-blogging 

application Twitter. www.tedxwhistler.com 

 

“greenearth.travel” is a policy think tank for innovation/investment in smart, sustainable tourism 

mobility and low climate profiles. It will 

• Advance sustainable tourism mobility & smart growth in the new green economy.  

• Support new climate targets/actions by tracking & reporting sector progress. 

• Encourage fair & balanced market, regulatory and financing approaches 

• Identify investment & innovation to help reduce carbon impacts & climate profiles. 

• Promote policy dialogue and change management in support of the transition 

 

The Rainforest Coalition was formed after a call by the Prime Minister of Papua New Guinea, Sir 

Michael Somare, and operates as an intergovernmental organization with the Secretariat currently 

housed at Columbia University in New York City. 

Countries participating within the various activities of the Rainforest Coalition include: 

Bangladesh, Belize, Central African Republic, Cameroon, Congo, Colombia, Costa Rica, DR Congo, 

Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Equatorial Guinea, El Salvador, Fiji, Gabon, Ghana, Guatemala, 

Guyana, Honduras, Indonesia, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Madagascar, Malaysia, Nicaragua, Nigeria, 

Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Samoa, Sierra Leone, Solomon Islands, 

Suriname, Thailand, Uruguay, Uganda,Vanuatu and Viet Nam  www.rainforestcoalition.org/eng/ 

 

ThingsAsian.com is a collection of articles, facts, artwork, photographs and maps of 

various countries of Asia.  www.thingsasian.com 

 

 



 

Philanthropic travel website 

 

Ethical Traveler website 

Ethical Traveler is a project of the Earth Island Institute, based in San Francisco & 

founded in 1982. http://www.earthisland.org/    www.ethicaltraveler.org 

Gender, population and climate change. 

 

 

 

 

Asia and the Pacific at a Glance 

 

 

 

 

 

Cambodia wildlife - a branded project of the World Association of Zoos and Aquariums 

The Angkor Centre for Conservation of Biodiversity (ACCB), located 

near the famous temples of Angkor, is the first nature conservation 

centre in Cambodia. The ACCB aims to contribute to the 

conservation of wildlife and biodiversity in Cambodia. 

http://www.accb-cambodia.org/en/index.php 

Northern Slow Loris or Bengal Loris 

 

 

The Asia and the Pacific region is home to nearly 3.7 billion people, 

which amounts to about  60 per cent of the world's population. While 

the region has made significant progress in reducing hunger and 

extreme deprivation,  in expanding access to basic services, health 

and education, and in promoting economic growth and food security, 

the region is also characterized by gross disparities and stark 
contrasts. 

http://asiapacific.unfpa.org/public/pid/3948 

http://travelanthropist.com/ 

http://travelanthropist.com/orgs/global-

directory 

A comprehensive resource kit on gender, population and climate 

change. Learn how gender equality can reduce vulnerability to 

climate change impacts and how women are uniquely positioned to 

help curb the harmful consequences of a changing climate. 

http://www.unfpa.org/public/site/global/lang/en/pid/4028 


