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Ecotourism & Tiger Conservation 

        
 

Top of the food chain, but facing extinction. It’s 2010, the Year of the Tiger, BUT, time is 

running out to conserve the wild tigers of Asia. 100 years ago, 100,000 tigers lived in 

habitats across Asia. Now, only about 3,000 of these magnificent animals survive. They 

have lost 40% of their remaining habitat in the past 10 years alone. 

In June 2008, the World Bank, the Global Environment Facility (GEF), the International 

Tiger Coalition (ITC), and the Smithsonian Institution launched the Global Tiger 

Initiative (GTI) to save the world’s remaining wild tigers from extinction. 

 

The 1st ASIA Ministerial Conference (AMC) on Tiger Conservation: Enforcement, Trade, 

Landscapes, and Financing was attended by senior representatives from the 13 Tiger 

Range Countries (TRCs) are Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, 

Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Russia, Thailand and Vietnam (Hua Hin, Thailand, late 

January 2010 www.amc-tiger.com ) 

 

Steve Noakes (Pacific Asia Tourism Pty Ltd & Ecolodges Indonesia) and Keith Sproule 

were invited by the World Bank & WWF to provide examples from their own experiences 

contributing to biodiversity conservation and community benefits from wildlife tourism. 

Global travel media coverage  www.travelmole.com/stories/1140677.php 

 

www.pacificasiatourism.org 

 

 

Keith Sproule (WWF Namibia & former Chair, The 

International Ecotourism Society) Steve Noakes &  

Richard Damania, Lead Environmental Economist, The 

World Bank, at the high level Tiger Conservation meeting 

in Hua Hin, Thailand 

Save the Tiger Fund 

www.globaltigerinitiative.org 

http://www.youtube.com/tigerinitiative 



Antarctica, Falkland Islands, South Georgia Islands.  

  

PAT Director, Suzanne Noakes, spend most of January in the cold waters off the tip of the South 

American continent and down to the Antarctic Peninsula on expedition with Zegrahm Expeditions 

(USA). http://www.zeco.com/destinations/antarctica_region.asp  The expedition helped raise 

funds for Birdlife International's Save the Albatross campaign. 

www.birdlife.org/action/campaigns/save_the_albatross/ 

And now, for most of February, she is guiding on an expedition through the South Pacific, from 

New Zealand, Norfolk Is, Vanuatu, Solomon Is to Papua New Guinea  

www.zeco.com/destinations/australia_south_pacific_region.asp 

 

Suzanne Noakes is one of the South Pacific’s most experienced short course tourism 

customer service and tour guide training specialists. She is typical of the wealth of 

experience & talent within the PAT network to deliver a range of sustainable tourism 

education, training & research projects.  

http://www.oceaniatourismalliance.net/Documents/Training%20&%20Education%20Suzanne%20Noakes%200

9%20Nov%2008.pdf  Also, see http://www.pacificasiatourism.org/documents/PATCapability.pdf 

 

 



APPLICATIONS for Youth Ambassadors in the Pacific Islands 

The goal of the AYAD Program is to strengthen mutual understanding between Australia and the 

countries of the Asia Pacific region and make a positive contribution to development. Pacific Asia 

Tourism Pty Ltd will be the Australian Partner Organisation (APO) for two more Australian Youth 

Ambassadors for Development programs in 2010: 

(i)  Environmental Tourism Coordinator assignment - 12 months with Samoa Tourism Authority 

(STA) http://www.ayad.com.au/assignments  Assignment Number: 28WSEN-A07    

(ii) Community Based Tourism Development Officer assignment with Tonga Visitors Bureau 

(TVB) http://www.ayad.com.au/assignments   Enter 28TOGO-A18 in the ‘Search Code’ field  

 Applications are due by Friday 26th February with full application details available on the website 

www.ayad.com.au  

There are other AYAD tourism related opportunities in Phillippines, Vanuatu and Papua New Guinea 

available currently also. Just check www.ayad.com.au 

  

Pacific Tourism – Climate Adaptation Project 

 

Pacific Asia Tourism Pty Ltd is a member of the Project Steering Committee. 

http://www.oceaniatourismalliance.net/climate_change_impact.htm 

http://www.businessandlaw.vu.edu.au/ctsr/pt-cap.asp#4 

 

Environment and Sustainable Tourism, Kokoda Track, Papua New Guinea 

 

 

The Kokoda Track Foundation is an Australian philanthropic organisation that  has formed a new 

committee to deal with environmental and sustainable tourism issues along the Kokoda Track, 

under the Chair of Professor Stephen Wearing (UTS). Steve Noakes from Pacific Asia Tourism Pty 

Ltd has accepted an invitation from The Foundation’s Executive Director, Dr Genevieve Nelson, to 

be a member of this new Committee whose purpose will be to provide guidance and advice to the 
Foundation's board of directors on how to best achieve its strategic goals.  

 www.kokodatrackfoundation.org 

Through the collaboration of partners within the 

OSTA (www.oceaniatourismalliance.net), an AusAID 

International Development Research Grant was  

awarded for a three year Pacific Tourism – Climate 

Adaptation Project (PT - CAP). The project aims to 

develop climate change adaptation policies and 

strategies to assist the Pacific Island tourism sector 

protect and grow local livelihoods. 

Sibylla MacDonald is a current media & communications AYAD with PAT as 

APO at the Ministry of Tourism, Tonga, based at Nuku’alofa in Tongatapu 

http://www.tongaholiday.com/?p=825 

 



Kindergarten project, Australian Vietnam Volunteers Resource Group 

 

Commencing in 2008, the project is now gaining momentum with the objective to have 

the Kindergarten open for the start of the Vietnamese 2011 school year. With a capacity 

for 50 children, the kindergarten will serve the needs of the community of Nui Dat (near 

Long Phuoc) and the site of the Australian Task Force during the Vietnam War. 

Report from 2009 Fundraising trip: 

http://avvrg.org.au/Reports/AVVRG%20Vietnam%20Fundraising%20Trip%202009%20R

eport.pdf 

For details on the 2010 Fundraising trip: 

www.nntravel.com.au/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=13&Itemid=34 

EcoClub International interview 

 

 

 

ECOCLUB interview with Steve Noakes (Jan 2010)   www.ecoclub.com/news/100118.html 

‘The good fortune to travel is not open to everyone on our planet. Billions on our planet 

can not.  So, we are the lucky ones. Travel and tourism are not perfect industries. There 

is the good, the bad and sometimes the ugly. But, travel to new lands can help cultivate 

international harmony, tolerance for different views on life, respect for others and 

compassion. The benefits to people, places and the environment can, and should far 

exceed the negatives. 

Mark Twain sums up any advise I could give: “Twenty years from now you will be more 

disappointed by the things that you did not do than by the ones you did do. So throw off 

the bowlines. Sail away from the safe harbour. Trade winds in your sails. Explore. 

Dream. Discover.” 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 Pacific Asia Tourism Pty Ltd is a member of the 

South Pacific Tourism Organisation: www.south-pacific.travel 

ECOCLUB® - International Ecotourism Club™ promotes social 

& ecological change through & within Tourism. An acclaimed 

social network with Members, individuals & organisations 

worldwide!  http://www.ecoclub.com/aboutus.html 

Pacific Asia Tourism Pty Ltd is a supporter 

(www.avvrg.org.au/supporters.html) of AVVRG 

which was formed by a group of Vietnam 

Veterans who were concerned about the ongoing 

devastation of the social and physical 

infrastructure in Vietnam as a consequence of a 

prolonged war and the country's 20 year isolation 

from the West. The refurbishment and reopening 

the Phong Phu Kindergarten at Nui Dat is the 

current project of the AVVRG NSW Nui Dat Team.   



Feature organisation: 

 

Today, FSPI is the most important regional NGO in the Pacific Islands nations, working 

closely with the governments of the South Pacific Forum and intergovernmental regional 

agencies of the Pacific. FSPI is a founding partner with Pacific Asia Tourism Pty Ltd and 

Victoria University (Melbourne) in the Oceania Sustainable Tourism Alliance 

(www.oceaniatourismalliance.net). A short history of AFAP is at 

http://www.afap.org/our_history.php 

AFAP's mission is: ‘To be a leading agent for poverty alleviation through innovative and 

appropriate community-based development focused in the South Pacific, Asia and Africa’  

Tourism Sustainability Council – ‘a work in progress’ 

Pacific Asia Tourism Pty Ltd has been a representative from Oceania and Asia in the overall 

process to develop the new Tourism Sustainability Council. Once launched in 2010, the TSC 

will serve as the international body for fostering the increased knowledge and understanding of 

sustainable tourism practices, the adoption of universal sustainable tourism principles and build 

demand for sustainable travel. At the core of the proposed organization is a mission to improve 

tourism’s potential to be a driver of positive conservation and economic development for 

communities and businesses around the world and a tool for poverty alleviation. TSC has 

developed due to the current merger process between the Sustainable Tourism Stewardship 

Council (www.stscouncil.org) and the Partnership for the Global Sustainable Tourism Criteria 

(www.SustainableTourismCriteria.org)  

      

 

Ecolodges Indonesia - global lead for INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF BIODIVERSITY.  

 

  

 

 

Safeguarding irreplaceable natural wealth and reduce biodiversity loss through small-

scale ecotourism. www.ecolodgesindonesia.com 

   

IYB www.cbd.int/2010/ is a unique opportunity to 

increase understanding of the vital role that 

biodiversity plays in sustaining life on Earth, 
www.travelmole.com/press_article.php?news_id=1140

336  For more information, contact: 

stevenoakes@ecolodgesindonesia.com 

Pacific Asia Tourism Pty Ltd is a member of the Australian Foundation for 

the People of Asia and the Pacific (www.afap.org) AFAP had its origins 

through The Foundation of the Peoples of the South Pacific International 

(FSPI). 



Resources: 

WikiEducator 

WikiEducator is a community project working collaboratively with the Free Culture Movement 

towards a free version of the education curriculum by 2015. Driven by the learning for 

development agenda it focuses on:  

• building capacity in the use of Mediawiki and related free software technologies for 

mass-collaboration in the authoring of free content;  

• developing free content for use in schools, polytechnics, universities, vocational 

education institutions and informal education settings;  

• facilitating the establishment of community networks and collaboration with existing 

free content initiatives in education;  

• fostering new technologies that will widen access, improve quality and reduce the cost 
associated with providing education, primarily through the use of free content.  

http://www.wikieducator.org/Main_Page 

World Federation of Tourist Guide Associations 

 

 

 

 

 

Biodiversity: My hotel in action  

 

 

WolframAlpha 

This is a very cool site – worth exploring. Wolfram|Alpha's long-term goal is to make all systematic 

knowledge immediately computable and accessible to everyone.  It aims to collect and curate all 

objective data; implement every known model, method, and algorithm; and make it possible to 

compute whatever can be computed about anything.  http://www.wolframalpha.com/ 

WFTGA, THE WORLD FEDERATION OF TOURIST GUIDE ASSOCIATIONS is a not for 

profit, non political organisation which groups together, around the world, tourist 

guide associations; individual tourist guides where no association exists; tourism 

partners of both the WFTGA and member associations; educational institutes in 

tourism for tourist guides; convention and visitors bureaux and affiliate members 

who have direct or indirect association with tourist guides. 

www.wftga.org 

The guide, Biodiversity: My hotel in action, is aimed at all hotel 

managers and owners of small and large hotels, located 

anywhere, from cities to mountains and coastal areas. It is 

structured around the main operational areas of a hotel: 

restaurants, public areas, including the spa, guest rooms, hotel 

souvenir shops, hotel grounds and gardens - also covers the 

relationships a hotel can establish with the surrounding 

community. The management tips are complemented with 

technical fact sheets developed by TRAFFIC, the wildlife trade 

monitoring network, listing conservation issues and advice on 

which species to choose and which to avoid. 

http://cmsdata.iucn.org/downloads/iucn_hotel_guide_final.pdf 

www.iucn.org/about/work/programmes/business/?uNewsID=164
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UNEP World Conservation Monitoring Centre 

  

 

UNWTO: Climate Change & Tourism 

From Davos to Copenhagen and beyond: advancing tourism’s response to climate change. UNWTO 

Background Paper. As climate defines the length and quality of tourism seasons, affects tourism 

operations, and influences environmental conditions that both attract and deter visitors, the sector 
is considered to be highly‐climate sensitive. The effects of a changing climate will have 

considerable impacts on tourism  and travel businesses. 
http://www.unwto.org/pdf/From_Davos_to%20Copenhagen_beyond_UNWTOPaper_ElectronicVersi

on.pdf 

The Travel Foundation 

 

 

  

 

Caribbean 

 

 

 

 

Includes some great resource links – Global Biodiversity Maps, Critical 

Ecosystems, Biodiversity Indicators, International Policy, Species 

Information etc  

www.unep-wcmc.org 

An independent UK charity which helps the travel industry understand, 

manage and take effective action on sustainable tourism. 

www.thetravelfoundation.org.uk/index.php?id=48 

CARIBSAVE is a partnership between the Caribbean Community Climate 

Change Centre (CCCCC) and the University of Oxford. The CARIBSAVE 

Partnership addresses the impacts and challenges surrounding climate 

change, tourism, the environment, economic development and 

community livelihoods across the Caribbean Basin, using an integrated 

and holistic approach. http://www.caribsave.org/ 



The Asia Way: Market Capitalism 2.0 in Davos 

 

With the rise of mission-driven business enterprise and leadership ethos in China and 

India -- and with the rise of the Chinese and Indian economies -- social responsibility 

may come to better define market capitalism 2.0 in the decade ahead than the ethos of 

shareholder value that had characterized the 1.0 version of the decade past. 

http://knowledge.wharton.upenn.edu/article.cfm?articleid=2422 

 

 

Additional Pacific Asia Tourism links: 

  

     

 

   

 

 

http://mdgasiapacific.org 

 


