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To members of the Pacific Asia Tourism Pty. Ltd. network. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communique # 13 

05 August 2008 

 

The first 12 months: 

 

For those of us who have been reliant on the ups & downs of stock markets for our 
livelihoods over the past year or so, its been a very ugly time to be so exposed – and 
certainly has added to the usual challenges of setting up a new international networked 
business. 

 

Nevertheless, over past 12 months, Pacific Asia Tourism Pty. Ltd. has been born and 
developed with a complimentary mix of product and a quality network of consultants, 
researchers and Future Leaders and a shared vision which continues to attract more 
innovation and strategic PALs – Partnerships, Alliances and Links. Brand establishment in 
targeted areas has been established with the help of regular travel throughout the Asia 
Pacific region to participate in various face-to-face meetings. It now has a strategic 
organizational and product framework and reputation that forms the basis for a second year 
of business progress – both in its commercial activities as well as its not-for-profit,  
philanthropic activity. It’s been 100% funded by the Noakes family based next to the 
Lamington National Park, in Australia. (http://lamington.nrsm.uq.edu.au/MainMenu.html) 

 

The scorecard:  

 

Joint venture and/or Strategic arrangements for Asia Pacific have been put in place with: 

 

www.pacificasiatourism.org 
 



o Solimar International (www.solimarinternational.com), a Managing Partner of the GSTA, 
the US AID supported Global Sustainable Tourism Alliance (www.gstalliance.org) – to 
form Solimar Pacific Asia. 

 

o Tourism ROI, www.tourismroi.com, the new global online tourism mass collaboration 
investment service based on concepts of ‘cocreation’ of web-based businesses’ and 
wikinomics (www.wikinomics.com). Master Representative contract for 
www.tourismROI.com has been established for the following areas: 

 

South Pacific: Australia, New Zealand and Papua New Guinea as well as the South Pacific islands 
of Christmas Island, Cocos (Keeling) Islands, Cook Islands, French Polynesia, New Caledonia, Niue, 
Norfolk Island, Pitcairn Islands, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tokelau, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu, Wallis 
and Futuna 

South Asia: Bhutan, Pakistan, Maldives 

South East Asia: Indonesia, Thailand, Vietnam, East Timor, Lao PDR, Philippines, Brunei, 
Cambodia, Singapore, Malaysia 

North Asia: South Korea, Mongolia 

o SAVE Travel Alliance – developing projects in Indonesia, Thailand and Cambodia 
www.save-travelalliance.org 

 

o Founding partner of the Oceania Sustainable Tourism Alliance, modeled on the US AID 
supported GSTA www.oceaniatourismalliance.net. In partnership with Counterpart 
International (Washington DC), the Foundation of the People of the South Pacific (Fiji) and Victoria 
University, Australia. Senior level meetings conducted with the Australian and New Zealand 
Governments and others to seek support for OSTA. 

 

o Customer Service, Sales Training and Guide Training programs as well as Cultural Guide 
delivery for University Alumni Groups from the US into Melanesia and Micronesia.  

 

o Invested in and became Board member of Ecolodges Indonesia 
www.ecolodgeindonesia.com. Also Co-Chair of International Advisory Group for 
Ecolodges Indonesia – a group of distinguished Indonesia academics, former Indonesian 
Government Ministers and leading international conservationists/researchers. 

 

o Special Advisor to Travel Mole’s VISION on Sustainable Tourism. TravelMole.com 

publishes 15 eNewsletters to over 450,000 travel & tourism industry professional 
subscribers and 70 million consumers in 132 countries.  TravelMole.TV internet videos 
are broadcasted to a global audience of 150 million globally. 

 

o Currently in dialogue to establish an alliance with Earth Lung – a path to low carbon 
tourism emissions. www.earthlung.org 

 

o And some other interesting developments on the sustainable tourism front will be 
announced soon as collaboration agreements are finalized.   

 



The website, www.pacificasiatourism.org is fully functional. 

 

Commercial & volunteer Project Opportunities and Communiques have been regularly sent 
to a continuously growing network of quality researchers, consultants and ‘Future Leaders’. 

 

Pacific Asia Tourism via Dr Paul Rogers was contracted by SNV Netherlands Development 
Organisation (www.snvworld.org ) to undertake an assignment on ‘Inclusive Business’ - a new 
concept developed by and the World Business Council for Sustainable Development 
(www.wbcsd.org) – an association of 200 of the world’s biggest corporations.  
 

Become a charter member of the Global Development Society (http://www.cgdev.org) - an 
independent, not-for-profit think tank that works to reduce global poverty and inequality by 
encouraging policy change in the U.S. and other rich countries through rigorous research 
and active engagement with the policy community. 

 

International research & education links established with: 

 

� Prince of Songkhla University, southern Thailand 
� Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok 
� Udayana University, Bali and Mataram University, Indonesia 
� Hong Kong Polytechnic University, China SAR 
� University of the South Pacific, Fiji 
� International Center for Research and Study on Tourism (Centre International de 

Recherches et d'Etudes Touristiques CIRET), France 
� In the USA: The George Washington University, University of Hawaii, Oregon State 

University, University of Guam  
� In New Zealand: Lincoln University 
� In Canada: LinkBC (formerly the British Columbia Centre Tourism Leadership and 

Innovation) - http://linkbc.ca  - and Royal Roads University, Victoria BC 
� In Australia: Griffith University, Victoria University, University of Technology, Sydney, 

University of Tasmania, James Cook University, University of Queensland, University of 
NSW, Curtin University  

 

Steve Noakes was invited to renew his Adjunct Professor position within the, Griffith 
Business School, Department of Tourism, Leisure, Hotel & Sport Management, Griffith 
University, Queensland, Australia until 2010  

 

Engaging in public and industry dialogues: 

 

Examples of invitations extended to Pacific Asia Tourism to address, contribute to or 
participate in numerous Asia Pacific forums, including: 



 

� As a UNWTO Expert on Destination Marketing to the national and Provincial NTOs in a 
Workshop in Jakarta Indonesia. 

 

� As a collaborator with UNWTO and the Government of Sri Lanka as hosts of World 
Tourism Day on the theme Tourism – Opening Doors for Women. (Founder of 
www.tourismgender.com) The Toronto Star ran a story on tourism and gender, referencing 
Pacific Asia Tourism and our network colleagues at BCTLI, Canada (http://bctli.ca)  
WWW.THESTAR.COM/ARTICLE/269546 

 

� Appointment by the United Nations World Tourism Organisation as a member of the 
World Committee on Tourism Ethics for the period 2007 to 2011 –  ratified at the 
UNWTO General Assembly in Colombia  

 

� Keynote speaker at a Greening Kauai Visitor Industry Conference (Hawaii) arranged by 
the Kauai Planning & Action Alliance to offer international perspectives on sustainable 
tourism. 

 

� Contribution to a Tourism Planning Workshop in La Paz, Mexico on Tourism & the 
Millennium Development Goals. 

 

� Engaging in community-based tourism planning with Thai Muslim communities in 
southern Thailand. 

 

� Assessing the market and experiencing the product for historical/former battleground 
tourism in Baria/Vung Tau Province Vietnam. www.longtantrek.com.au  

 

� Contributing to an enquiry by the Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and 
Trade, The Senate, Parliament of Australia, into the ’Main economic and security 
challenges facing Papua New Guinea and the Island States of the Southwest Pacific.’ 

 

� Addressing the national Tourism Futures Conference in Australia to introduce 
www.tourismroi.com 

 

Future Leaders: 

 

Established and maintain presence of 12 Future Leaders in sustainable tourism within the 
network including being a Member on PhD Candidacy Panels or Advisory Teams for two 
current students/Future Leaders: 

 

� University of Queensland, School of Geography, Planning & Architecture, Ph. D. Confirmation of Candidacy 

Evaluation for student Ms Thi Nhu Hoa LE,  ‘Écotourism Development: The case of Vietnam’.  



� James Cook University, Australia: Associate Supervisor of PhD candidate Duan Briggs, Developing a 

framework to evaluate and strengthen the resilience of nature- based tourism enterprises to climate change  

Maintained International Organisation links: 

 

United Nations World Tourism Organisation www.unwto.org 

� Member: UNWTO World Committee of Tourism Ethics. 
� Member, UNWTO Panel of Tourism Experts. 
� Member, UNWTO Commission for East Asia & Pacific 
� Founder & Leader of www.tourismgender.com, a partnership with UNWTO to address 

research needs related to MDG3 
 

Pacific Asia Travel Association, Bangkok (PATA) www.pata.org 

� Long serving member of PATA (28 years), serving numerous terms on the Board of 
Directors, Industry Council, as Chair of the Sustainable Tourism Advisory 
Committee, the Education Committee and Chair of PATA Task Forces. Currently a 
member of the Bangkok based Board, Industry Council and Sustainable Tourism 
Advisory Committee. 

 

Rainforest Alliance  www.rainforest-alliance.org/tourism.cfm?id=main 

� Steering Committee, Sustainable Tourism Stewardship Council, Rainforest Alliance, 
Costa Rica.  

� Ad hoc committee representative for Asia Pacific for the Network of the Rainforest 
Alliance, San Jose, USA  

 

National Geographic Society www.nationalgeographic.com/travel/sustainable/ 

� Panelist: World Heritage Destinations Survey, National Geographic Society, Centre for 
Sustainable Destinations, Washington DC, USA  

� Global Geotourism Partnerships Planning Group. National Geographic, Washington 
DC, USA  

     

Resources: Has continued to be a feature of the Communiques to the Network – bringing 
attention to items relevant to sustainable tourism and the UN Millennium Development 
Goals. 

 

Faces of the Future PAT Future Leaders 



 

 

     

         

 

    

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 



 

New resources in this Communique:  

 

1. YouTube.com New Zealand campaign. 

 

Worth a watch - After 10 years of the brilliant 100% New Zealand destination marketing 
campaign, new video/TV clips for the revitalized brand are on You Tube: 

 

First, from behind the scenes: Making the 100% Pure New Zealand TV Ad 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RWMYMqDb2Ms&feature=related 

 

Ad # 1: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9sEZ-wdFegU 

Ad # 2: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lHADXK9_jsI&feature=user 

 

And, for a creative, very BIG and unrelated ad, check out: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LGJiTpBBD18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. State of the World Population – Unleashing the Potential of Urban Growth. 

 

United Nations Population Fund.  In 2008, the world reaches an invisible but momentous 
milestone: For the first time in history, more than half its human population, 3.3 billion 
people, will be living in urban areas. By 2030, this is expected to swell to almost 5 billion. 
www.unfpa.org/swp/2007/presskit/pdf/sowp2007_eng.pdf 

 

2. Global Monitoring Report 2008: MDGs and the Environment: 

Agenda for Inclusive and Sustainable Development    

Global Monitoring Report 2008, the fifth in an annual series, is essential 
reading for those who wish to follow the global development agenda and 
debate in 2008. The year marks the midpoint toward the 2015 deadline for 
achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). 



4. Centre for Strategic & International Studies, Washington DC, USA 

CSIS has grown to become one of the world’s preeminent international policy institutions, 
with more than 220 full-time staff and a large network of affiliated scholars focused on 
defense and security, regional stability, and transnational challenges ranging from energy 
and climate to global development and economic integration.   http://www.csis.org    

South East Asia Bulletin: 
http://www.csis.org/component/option,com_csis_pubs/task,view/id,4563/type,3/ 

 

 

 

6. Tourism vs Environment 

 

Maldives chooses tourism in balancing commerce with environment 
The Maldives' tourism minister resigned in protest over the revelation that the government 
will open 31 islands to tourist resorts, a decision that has put a struggle between tourism 
and environmental interests into sharp relief. Nearly 30% of the nation's GDP comes from 
tourism, and currently the government faces a $180 million budget shortfall. The 
Independent (London) 

 

7. OECD Factbook 2008  

http://www.oecdbookshop.org/oecd/display.asp?sf1=identifiers&st1=9789264040540 

OECD Factbook 2008 is the fourth edition of a comprehensive and dynamic statistical annual from the 
OECD.  More than 100 indicators cover a wide range of areas: economy, agriculture, education, 
energy, environment, foreign aid, health and quality of life, industry, information and communications, 
population/labour force, trade and investment, taxation, public expenditure and R&D. This year, the 
OECD Factbook features a focus chapter on productivity. Data are provided for all OECD member 
countries with area totals, and in some cases, for selected non-member economies.  35 euro 

8. New Asia Pacific Climate Change report from CSIRO 

 

        Climate Change in Asia Pacific  www.csiro.au/files/files/p9xj.pdf 

 

5. Annual Failed States Index 

 

Using 12 social, economic, political, and military 
indicators, the report ranks 177 states in order of 
their vulnerability to violent internal conflict and 
societal deterioration. 

 



9. Asia Pacific Photography  1804s to 1940s 

 

http://www.nga.gov.au/Exhibition/PICTUREPARADISE/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Testimonials 

 

Dear Steve, 

 Congratulations! You really seem to have the right spot! 

 Keep up the good work, 

 Brian Deeson 

Senior Vice President, Accor Asia Pacific;  Past Chairman of the Board, Pacific Asia Travel Association 

 

SINCERE CONGRATULATIONS! 

 We certainly hope we can partner with you soon since our main precoccupation of poverty reduction 
is among the MDGs...! 

 Fabrice LECLERCQ 
Senior Trade Promotion Adviser, International Trade Centre, Switzerland 
The International Trade Centre (ITC) is the technical cooperation agency of the United Nations Conference on 

Trade and Development (UNCTAD) and the World Trade Organization (WTO), whose mission is to support 

developing and transition economies, and particularly their business sectors, in their efforts to realize their full 

potential for developing exports and import operations with the ultimate goal of achieving sustainable 

development. 

 

 

Extract from the Weekly Newsletter of south-pacific.travel, 23 November 2007: 

south-pacific.travel welcomes a new member to its private sector membership programme. 
Pacific Asia Tourism Pty. Ltd. is a large network of research communities, consulting 
communities and ‘Future Leaders’ of international development via sustainable tourism. 
Through strong global networks, Pacific Asia Tourism offers a significant range of integrated 
services, bringing together other international and local tourism professionals, private 
companies, public-sector companies, universities and vocational & education training 
institutions  to offer a comprehensive range of tourism & travel policy, planning and 
management services. Works at both the ‘big picture’ global/regional level in a number of 
international forums and networks, as well as at the grass-roots level in delivering product 
directly to travelers. For more information on Pacific Asia Tourism, visit the website: 
www.pacificasiatourism.org   



Dear Steve, 

Thanks for the Capability Statement - very impressive! 

We would be honored to have Pacific Asia Tourism Pty as a member of our IIPT Coalition of Partners 
for World Peace through Tourism. 

Louis D'Amore 

President & Founder, International Institute for Peace through Tourism, USA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P.O. Box 7855, Gold Coast Mail Centre 9726, Australia 

steve@pacificasiatourism.org   Mobile 0418774295 

Skype: steve.noakes   www.pacificasiatourism.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



To members of the Pacific Asia Tourism Pty. Ltd. network. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communique # 14 

September 2008 

 

 

1. Steve Noakes has been appointed to the following four Advisory 

Boards/Groups: 

 

(i) Sustainable Travel International 

 

Sustainable Travel International (STI) is a USA 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, 
dedicated to providing education and outreach services that help travelers, travel 
providers and related organizations support environmental conservation and 
protect cultural heritage while promoting cross-cultural understanding and 
economic development. 

www.sustainabletravelinternational.org/documents/au_advisory.html 

 

(ii) Ecolodges Indonesia – International Advisory Group (IAG) 

 

The IAG provide a Think-Tank, and Advocacy Panel for challenging issues 
confronting Eco Lodges Indonesia. They act as a respected sounding board, a 
source of ideas and expertise - and give honest, considered, advice. They are 
willing participants in the practice of group inclusiveness, cross cultural tolerance, 
understanding and diversity. 

www.ecolodgesindonesia.com/international_advisory_group.htm 

 

www.pacificasiatourism.org 
 



(iii) Sustainable Tourism Stewardship Council (Rainforest Alliance) 

Appointed to the Temporary Executive Board of the Sustainable Tourism 
Stewardship Council (STSC) - a proposed global accreditation body for 
sustainable tourism and ecotourism certification programs.  

www.rainforest-alliance.org/tourism.cfm?id=council 

The Sustainable Tourism Stewardship Council is part of the Marrakech Process, a 
United Nations-led initiative to promote a shift towards global sustainable 
production and consumption. As the first phase in the Process, the Sustainable 
Tourism Task Force met in Paris in February 2007 to discuss labels, standards 
and certification processes. At the meeting, the Rainforest Alliance 
(www.rainforest-alliance.org) committed to developing a comparative analysis of 
different certification standards from around the world to identify common 
certification criteria that can serve as input for the STSC standard. 

(iv) Travel Mole Special Advisors Group 

TravelMole is the most highly acclaimed and largest global online community for 
the Travel and Tourism Industry with over 450,000 registered newswire 
subscribers - travel and tourism professionals worldwide (133k Europe/Russia; 
241k N. America; 23k Asia/Pacific, and 59k in other countries).    

7.1 million email copies of various TravelMole wires are broadcasted globally 
every month. 

Travel Mole’s VISION provides the sustainable travel and tourism industry’s 
authoritative, respected and informed global information exchange. All 
subscribers to www.travelmole.com (currently in excess of 450,000 globally) 
who indicate an interest in sustainability are automatically sent the VISION on 
Sustainable Tourism newswire weekly. All VISION stories are also featured on the 
travelmole main site under “Sustainable Tourism” so as to address the travel 
industry’s biggest audience. 

2. www.TourismROI.com   

 

 

 

Tourism ROI has built a massive database of hospitality investment professionals from 
around the world and are directly targeting this audience with materials, emails, alerts 
and media messages.  It is increasingly involved in all the major tourism and hospitality 
investment conferences taking place around the world and using that forum to bring 
more and more players into TourismROI.    

During September, Dr Paul Rogers represented PAT in India 
particularly to promote www.TourismROI.com at the PATA 
Travel Mart & Board Meetings. PAT is the Master 
Representatives for Tourism ROI in 33 countries throughout 
the Asia Pacific region. 



 

Griffith University undergraduate student, Carla Baumer was successful in being 
appointed to an Internship to work on Tweed destination information onto the a pilot 
website for Asia Pacific.  Carla is undertaking a double degree in Bachelor of 
International Business/ Business in Tourism Management 

 

For an example of how the destination information appears, go to www.TourismROI.com, 
then Destinations, then Oceania, then Australia & New Zealand, then Australia, then 
NSW, then The Tweed. 

 

 

 

3. Mekong Tourism & Biodiversity Workshop. 

 

 

 

RESOURCES: 

Ecotourism map: Asia-Pacific. The Nature Conservancy. 

www.nature.org/aboutus/travel/ecotourism/resources/art14638.html 

 

Greater Mekong 
SubRegion (GMS) 
Tourism & Biodiversity 
Workshop, Bangkok, 
September 2008 

 

Steve Noakes presented 
on ecotourism in fragile 
natural areas and the 
global  sustainable 
tourism certification 
programs.  

 



      www.weforum.org/ttcr08browse/index.html 

 

WWF video messages for conservation 

It all comes back to you:  www.youtube.com/user/connect2earth 

Rainforests:   www.new.facebook.com/video/video.php?v=18113071430 

Getting involved:  www.new.facebook.com/video/video.php?v=14231231430 

Rhinos:    www.new.facebook.com/video/video.php?v=10159206430 

 

 

www.connect2earth.org/index.cfm 

connect2earth is a green on-line community where young people can have their say 
about the environment by uploading their own videos, pictures and comments, and win 
fun prizes in the process. It is supported by: 

                                

 

Asian Development Bank: Environment Program 2003 – 2007 

Includes sections on Central Asian Republics, GMS, North Asia, Pacific, South Asia 

http://www.adb.org/Documents/Reports/environment-program-2007/env-program-
2007.pdf 

This year’s Report, under the theme Balancing Economic 
Development and Environmental Sustainability, places a 
particular focus on this issue, both through a reinforced 
environmental component of the Index used to measure 
travel & tourism (T&T) competitiveness and through topics 
covered by the analytical chapters. The Report includes an 
analysis of the rankings of the Travel & Tourism 
Competitiveness Index (TTCI). It also features detailed 
profiles for the 130 economies covered, together with data 
tables for each indicator used in the Index’s computation. 

 



The least developed countries report  2008 ( UNCTAD)  
The strong growth performance of the least developed countries (LDCs) as a group has 
been one of the most encouraging features of the global economy in the current decade.   
www.unctad.org/en/docs/ldc2008_en.pdf 

The State of Asia Pacific’s Children 2008 

Progress towards health related MDGs. 

www.unicef.org/publications/files/SOAPC_2008_080408.pdf 

Myths about the developing world, Prof Hans Rosling 

This is worth having a look at – Lecture recorded in 2006  - it takes about 20 minutes, 
but take the time. 

http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=4237353244338529080&sourceid=sea 
rchfeed   

also at 
http://www.ted.com/index.php/talks/hans_rosling_reveals_new_insights_on_ 
poverty.html 

Making Capitalism More Creative – Bill Gates 

How can we most effectively spread the benefits of capitalism and the huge 
improvements in quality of life it can provide to people who have been left out? 

http://www.time.com/time/business/article/0,8599,1828069,00.html 

Millennium Development Goals under threat. 

Development aid from the United States and other wealthy countries has declined since 
the middle of this decade, jeopardizing the ambitious U.N. goal they had embraced for 
reducing poverty by 2015 

www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-poverty5-2008sep05,0,1143073.story 

also see:  www.nytimes.com/2008/09/05/world/05nations.html?_r=1&ref=world_&oref=slogin 

Leading the World in Island and Coral Reef Conservation.  

 

To recognize the tremendous progress by the government of Palau over the past two years 
towards fulfilling their Micronesia Challenge commitments, The Nature Conservancy presented the 
country with the first $1 million check to launch a regional Micronesia Challenge Endowment to 
help sustainably finance the Challenge. 
www.nature.org/wherewework/asiapacific/micronesia/howwework/ 
 



 
China data (only for those who read Chinese language) 

Soshoo is a website that offers yearly and monthly statistical data on social and 
economic situation of China. The information sourced from national and provincial 
statistical yearbooks, industrial yearbooks, the People's Bank of China Quarterly 
Statistical Bulletin, China's Customs Statistics, etc. since 1997 with some dated back to 
1949.  www.soshoo.com 

 

 

 

www.save-travel.org 

 

 

 

 

www.oceaniatourismalliance.net 

 

www.ecoldogesindonesia.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



To members of the Pacific Asia Tourism Pty. Ltd. network. 

 

 

 

 

 

Communique # 15 

November 2008 

     

 

TourismROI is the first centralized source of information for Travel & Tourism management, 
development and investment opportunities in more than 12,000 destinations worldwide.  

TourismROI is based on the principle of ‘Massive Collaboration’, a powerful method for building 
communities of like-minded individuals to focus their intellect and energy to achieve a collective 
objective such as the sustainable development of Travel & Tourism. In order to join in 
TourismROI's Massive Collaboration effort, please register your name and email. You 
must be registered to add content.  www.TourismROI.com 

Global Partnership for Sustainable Tourism Criteria   

The Global Partnership for Sustainable Tourism Criteria (STC Partnership) is a coalition of 27 
organizations working together to foster increased understanding of sustainable tourism practices 
and the adoption of universal sustainable tourism principles. The Partnership, which was initiated 
by Rainforest Alliance, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the United Nations 
Foundation, and the United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO). They launched the 
Sustainable Tourism Criteria at the World Conservation Congress in October 2008. These criteria 
will be the minimum standard that any tourism business should aspire to reach in order to protect 
and sustain the world’s natural and cultural resources while ensuring tourism meets its potential as 
a tool for poverty alleviation.  www.sustainabletourismcriteria.org 

 

 

www.pacificasiatourism.org 
 

In October, Dr Anond Snidvongs, Director START, Chulalongkorn 
University, Thailand, played a key role in explaining the South 
Andaman Sustainable Tourism Project along with Steve Noakes 
during meetings at Prince of Songkla University, Trang campus in 
southern Thailand. Subjects including Destination Action Plan, 
sustainable tourism planning, environmental standards for tourism, 
touring routes between custers, and linkages between southern 
Thailand and Queensland. www.SACSTN.org 



 

 

www.oceaniatourismalliance.net  has issued a statement of support for the Global Partnership 
for Sustainable Tourism Criteria 

www.oceaniatourismalliance.net/Documents/Global%20Sustainable%20Tourism%20Criteria%20O
STA%2008%20October%202008%20SN.pdf 

 

 

 

 

Locations of current (white boxes) and future (yellow boxes) Lodges within Ecolodges Indonesia 

Updating is well under way on the website, www.save-travel.org. 

A University Intern will soon be appointed in Australia to assist the 
work of The George Washington University & Solimar International 
in Washington DC 

New logo for Ecolodges Indonesia released. The new 
website should be rolled out within a few weeks.  

www.ecolodgesindonesia.com 

Wildlife Conservation & Tourism - Indonesia 

A good article recently appeared in the Sydney Morning 
Herald on the volunteer work led by 
Vet/Environmentalist, Dr Claire Oelrich, a founding 
shareholder of Ecolodges Indonesia.  

A campaign to have thousands of abandoned wells in a Sumatran 
national park filled in is achieving results, writes Russell Eldridge. 

http://www.smh.com.au/news/environment/conservation/taking
-on-an-elephantine-task/2008/10/28/1224956039745.html 



Resources: 

Ecosystems in balance 

A two minute You Tube video presents a planet in peril with ecosystems at risk. Three protagonists 
work together to “balance” the world, and discover that this balance can only be achieved with all 
three – business, governments and NGOs – working together. 

www.wbcsd.org/plugins/DocSearch/details.asp?type=DocDet&ObjectId=MzE4NTA 

 

World Database on Protected Areas   

The World Database on Protected Areas (WDPA) is the most comprehensive global spatial 
dataset on marine and terrestrial protected areas available.  Protected areas are locations which 
receive protection because of their environmental, cultural or similar value. Countries often have 
extensive systems of protected areas developed over many years. These systems vary 
considerably country to country, depending on national needs and priorities, and on differences in 
legislative, institutional and financial support.  

www.wdpa.org   www.conservationcommons.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Mapping Aid Effectiveness and Gender Equality in Asia Pacific: Regional Issues and 

Trends  

This report provides an overview of the issues and trends that emerged from mapping studies on 
aid effectiveness, gender equality and women’s empowerment in Indonesia, Nepal and Papua New 
Guinea. The three countries receive different levels and patterns of official development assistance 
(ODA), which have influenced the development of mechanisms for the implementation of the Paris 
Declaration on Aid Effectiveness.  

www.unifem.org/attachments/products/MappingAidEffectivenessAndGenderEquality_AsiaPacific.pdf 

 

 

Green Meetings 

Meeting Strategies Worldwide announces the launch of its latest website tool, “Best 
Places to MeetGreen®.” The website provides two innovative resources, the Best 
Places to MeetGreen® Scorecard and Calculator, for helping meeting and event 
planners to select the best green destination for their group. The site is free to use 
and is located at http://www.bestplacestomeetgreen.com. 

Asia Pacific Carbon Fund 

The Asian Development Bank's Asia Pacific Carbon Fund (the Fund) is a co-
financing investment Fund focusing on co-financing CDM projects in the Asia Pacific 
Region. 



UN Millennium Development Goals Expand to Include Biodiversity  

For the first time, the UN Millennium Development Goals is monitoring the world's plants and 
animals using the Red List Index developed by the International Union for the Conservation of 
Nature. Until now, biodiversity was not included in the goals agreed by all the world's governments 
and UN agencies. www.ens-newswire.com/ens/sep2008/2008-09-29-01.asp 

 

 

 

NGOs pare down in face of financial crisis 

Some of the biggest development and humanitarian NGOs are laying off staff or revising 
programmes for 2009 as their income streams flatten because of the global financial crisis.  
www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=81147 

No Pacific aid cut amid financial crisis: Australia    

Australia's May budget committed A$3.7 billion ($2.2 billion) for foreign aid, with a third going to 
the Pacific.  Many of Australia's Pacific neighbours were economically worse off than sub-Saharan 
Africa, with 3 million people living on less than $1 a day and poverty to pick up this year by 4.8 
percent, before the global crisis struck. 

www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/SYD108185.htm                                

US Home Mortgage in turmoil – global impacts. 

If you’d like a (reasonably) simple six step understanding of how the sub-prime market was 
structured in the US, go to the following New York Times article: 

www.nytimes.com/imagepages/2007/08/05/weekinreview/20070805_LOAN_GRAPHIC.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Expanding nature-based enterprises. 

Expanding nature-based enterprises can increase income for the world’s rural 
poor. This approach, as outlined in the latest "World Resources Report 2008", 
can also develop the rural poor’s resilience to social and environmental threats 
such as climate change. Three-quarters of the 2.6 billion people who live on 
less than $2 a day are dependent upon local natural resources for their 
livelihoods. Threats such as climate change and ecosystem degradation are 
beginning to strain those livelihoods, and it will be necessary to shape 
development strategies that build resilience against such threats and ensure 
stable and prosperous communities. 

Gender Focal Point Network (GFPN)  
The GFPN provides a mechanism to integrate gender considerations into 
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) activities, promoting issues 
that support gender equality where relevant to the APEC process.  

www.apec.org/apec/apec_groups/som_committee_on_economic/som_sp
ecial_task_groups/gender_focal_point_network.html 

Volunteer tourism: A global analysis 

This report provides a first global overview of the rapidly growing volunteer 
tourism market, and analyses the motivations, behaviour and travel patterns 
of volunteers and the activities of the organisations providing volunteer travel 
experiences.  Based on a survey of over 300 volunteer tourism organisations 
worldwide, it is estimated that overall the market has grown to a total of 1.6 
million volunteer tourists a year, with a value of between £832m and £1.3bn 
($1.7bn - $2.6bn). The most substantial growth in the sector has taken place 
since 1990. 

www.atlas-

webshop.org/epages/61492534.sf/en_GB/?ObjectPath=/Shops/61492534/Products/ATL_00073 



Australian outbound up, New Zealand down 

Australia Resident Short Term Departures August 2008  

  2008 2007 Diff. % Change 

AUS Resident Departures 485,400 449,500 35,900 8.0 

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics    

Australia Resident Short Term Departures to Pacific Islands - August 2008 

  2008 2007 Diff. % Change 

Cook Islands 400 900 -500 -55.6 

Fiji 22,200 16,600 5,600 33.7 

Tahiti 500 400 100 25.0 

New Caledonia 1,600 1,300 300 23.1 

Papua New Guinea 5,300 4,800 500 10.4 

Samoa 1,900 1,700 200 11.8 

Tonga 800 600 200 33.3 

Vanuatu 4,900 3,800 1,100 28.9 

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics    

New Zealand Resident Short Term Departures September 2008  

  2008 2007 Diff. % Change 

NZ Resident Departures 192,020 208,467 -16,447 -7.9 

Source: Statistics New Zealand    

 

New Zealand Resident Short Term Departures to Pacific Islands - September 

2008 

  2008 2007 Diff. % Change 

Cook Islands 5,724 5,994 -270 -4.5 

Fiji  10,800 11,637 -837 -7.2 

New Caledonia  513 1,134 -621 -54.8 

Samoa  3,456 3,618 -162 -4.5 

Tonga  1,809 1,701 108 6.3 

Vanuatu  1,323 1,404 -81 -5.8 

Source: Statistics New Zealand    



United Nations Development Program 

UNDP (www.undp.org) is the UN's global development network, an organization 
advocating for change and connecting countries to knowledge, experience and resources 
to help people build a better life. We are on the ground in 166 countries, working with 
them on their own solutions to global and national development challenges. 

United Nations Environment Program 

UNEP (www.unep.org) provides leadership and encourages partnership in caring for the 
environment by inspiring, informing, and enabling nations and peoples to improve their 
quality of life without compromising that of future generations. 

World Bank 

The World Bank (www.worldbank.org) is a vital source of financial and technical 
assistance to developing countries around the world. 

World Resources Institute 

The World Resources Institute (www.wri.org) is an independent, non-partisan and 
nonprofit organization with a staff of more than 100 scientists, economists, policy 
experts, business analysts, statistical analysts, mapmakers, and communicators 

developing and promoting policies that will help protect the Earth and improve people’s 
lives. 

   

A nice (surprise) presentation of batik painting by TalhoSai village community in southern Thailand 
in October and visits to villages exploring community-based tourism options.  

 

Ecolodges Indonesia Conservation Fund 
helps to fill old well’s where wildlife get 
trapped 

 

 



To members of the Pacific Asia Tourism Pty. Ltd. network. 
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New to the Network 

Future Leader Community: Julia Chen is completing her PhD in Wildlife Tourism with a focus 
on Chinese ecotourists at University of Queensland. She holds MSc (Hons) from the School of 
Biological Sciences, University of Auckland, BSc from the Department of Zoology, University of 
Otago, New Zealand. Julia holds citizenship in Taiwan and New Zealand and has Australian 
Permanent Resident status. 

Research Community: Dr Claudia Ollenburg is Assistant Professor of Tourism Management in 
the new School of Hotel, Resort and Tourism Management at Bond University, Gold Coast, 
Australia. 

Website updates for SAVE  
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www.pacificasiatourism.org 
 

Check out updates on www.save-travel.org, 
developing programs for Scientific, Academic, 
Volunteer, Education niche markets   

Welcome to Interns over the Australian summer months who will contribute to SAVE Travel 
Alliance development. From Griffith University: Rebecca Rafter, Casey Johnston, Xia Li 
(Melissa) and from University of Queensland, Seen Yan Pun (Tiffe) 

The undergraduate students will be looking to:  

� Give their post-student career a boost by entering a network of international tourism 
professionals  

� Learn about the concepts of VolunTourism and the co-creation of innovative global tourism 
business models. (concept of wikinomics) 

� Get introduced to some very interesting (and career useful) international tourism networks 
� Work with new colleagues in the USA and around Asia Pacific to further the development of 

SAVE Travel Alliance 
 



 

TourismROI is the first centralized source of information for Travel & Tourism management, 
development and investment opportunities in more than 12,000 destinations worldwide. 
TourismROI is based on the principle of ‘Massive Collaboration’, a powerful method for building 
communities of like-minded individuals to focus their intellect and energy to achieve a collective 
objective such as the sustainable development of Travel & Tourism. In order to join in 
TourismROI's Massive Collaboration effort, please register your name and email. You 
must be registered to add content.  www.TourismROI.com 

AYAD Australian Youth Ambassadors for Development 

 

 

 

 

Inaugural EcoTourism Award  

 

 

 

 

Pacific Asia Tourism Pty Ltd (PAT) is an Australian 
Partner Organisation (APO) of AYAD, the 
Australian Government (AusAID) funded 
Australian Youth Ambassadors for Development 
program (www.ayad.com.au) 

 

 

� In early 2009, Dr Glen Hornsby from Griffith University, Queensland, Australia, undertakes a 
digital marketing project with the Kiribati National Tourism Office, Republic of Kiribati. Pacific 
Asia Tourism Pty Ltd is the APO for this posting. 

 

� Assignment Proposal Forms for the AYAD Intake 25. Nominated Candidate assignments are due 
by 13th February 2009. Advertised assignment proposals have already been submitted and will 
be online Friday 30th January 2009. Candidate applications for both advertised and nominated 
assignments are due to the AYAD Program in Adelaide by 27th February 2009.  
 

Pacific Asia Tourism Pty Ltd founder, Steve Noakes 
has been awarded the inaugural Ecotourism Australia 
ECOTOURISM MEDAL presented at a Tourism 
Australia ÁUSTRALIA – THE MOVIE’ event at the 
Conference on Green Travel, Climate Change and 
Ecotourism held in Adelaide, South Australia from 17 
to 20 November 2008.  

Ecotourism Australia (www.ecotourism.org.au) is the peak 
industry body in Australia focussed on the promotion of 
environmental best practice and a sustainable approach to 
tourism. The Award recognizes his 30 year commitment and 
contribution to eco and sustainable tourism.  

Steve Noakes (right) at the Ecotourism Australia Gala Awards night in Adelaide with Barry Davis (L) Director 
of Binna Burra Mountain Lodge, Lamington National Park and  Dato Seri Tengku Zainal Adlin, Chair, Sabah 
Tourism Board, Borneo, Malaysia   

Media coverage example:  www.etravelblackboard.com/showarticle.asp?nav=51&id=85133     



Australian Awards for University Teaching 2008 

Congratulations to Dr Stephen Wearing, University of Technology Sydney for winning an Award for 
his sustained engagement with students and communities in the field of ecotourism and 
VolunTourism for more than 20 years. Dr Wearing is also foundation Editor of the Journal of 
International Volunteer Tourism and Social Development - a peer-reviewed, transdisciplinary 
and transnational journal. The journal more specifically is a social science journal, with a special 
emphasis on volunteer tourism – supported by Pacific Asia Tourism Pty Ltd..  
www.informaworld.com/smpp/title~db=all~content=t794297797~tab=summary 

 

Oceania Sustainable Tourism Alliance 

 

 

 

 

South Pacific Agri Tourism  

A new initiative to contribute towards rural prosperity in the Pacific Islands by creating 
increased demand for locally grown foods will receive the support of Oceania Sustainable 
Tourism Alliance. The first project is to publish a high quality cookbook, MAI KANA 
PACIFIC: The food and flavors of Fiji and the South Pacific. It aim to improve the high 
quality of fresh, healthy food offered to the South Pacific’s tourism markets with some 
traditional recipes and some not-so-traditional recipes, but all using local ingredients. It’s 
about connecting tourism to agriculture, farmers to hotels and getting more tourism 
dollars to stay in the local island economies. 

 

Steve Noakes attended the Executive Committee 
meeting of the Foundation of the People of the 
South Pacific International www.fspi.org.fj in 
Auckland NZ during November to further the 
development of the new Oceania 

Sustainable Tourism Alliance. Committee 
members came in from the USA, UK, Tonga, Fiji 
and Australia. The Alliance is developing a good 
foundation & has given support to the Agri 
Tourism project noted below. 



   

The new MAI KANA PACIFIC website is under construction at www.maikanapacific.com  Some 
recent media coverage: www.travelmole.com/stories/1133288.php?mpnlog=1&m_id=_r~Avs~T__r# 

Thailand endangered bird species. 

   

 

 

 

New Sales Training, Customer Service & Guide Training Program  

   

Every tourism business needs it: Constantly improving interpersonal communications, customer 
relations and service, motivated staff with positive attitudes, confident, enthusiastic, 
knowledgeable, organized, genuine, sincere, good story tellers, good listener, clear & concise 
speaker, believes passionately in the value of good customer service – it all builds personal, 
professional and community pride and inspires a greater commitment to providing better service 
resulting in better business. Suzanne Noakes is a highly experienced, grass-roots sales & customer 
service trainer with over 20 years Tour Guide and travel/tourism industry experience in Asia 
Pacific. 

For more details on Pacific Asia Tourism’s Sales Training, Customer Service & Guide Training 
programs contact suzanne@pacificasiatourism.org    

 

Making OSTA & Mai Kana Pacific partner 
arrangements in Auckland NZ in 
November 2008: Pictured with Mai Kana 
founders, Dr Berno (2 nd from left) and 
leading Chef, Robert Oliver (middle) are 
OSTA Managing Partners, Lelei Lalulu, 
Rex Horoi and Steve Noakes from Pacific 
Asia Tourism Pty Ltd. The artwork reflects 
the front page images of the MAI KANA 
PACIFIC book.   

Driving in southern Thailand recently on the way to Khao Nor Chu Lowland Forest Nature Park 
– following a relaxed elephant in the back of a sturdy truck!  The Nature Park is renowned for 
the rarely spotted and highly endangered Gurney Pitta - a sighting of a pitta species is the 
pinnacle of a day's birdwatching in Thailand!  www.thaibirding.com/features/pittas.htm 



New Airline for Timor Leste 

East Timor has launched its first national airline, with hopes flights to Australia will 
increase tourism and employment opportunities. Timor Air will operate daily flights from 
Dili to Darwin and Dili to Denpasar from February 2, 2009. It will utilise a 94 seat 
Embraer E-190 aircraft www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2008/11/28/2432256.htm 

 
 

Resources: 

Accounting for Endangered Species: KPMG 

www.wbcsd.org/plugins/DocSearch/details.asp?type=DocDet&ObjectId=MzI1NDk 

KPMG South Africa worked with the United Nations Development Programme and the government of 
Botswana to develop an endangered species national policy, implementation strategy and action 
plan. 

World Bank: World Development Report 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Economic growth will be unbalanced, but development still 
can be inclusive. That is the main message of this year's 
World Development Report 2009. History shows that severe 
crises can cause nations to become inward-looking, 
sometimes with negative consequences. The Report 
‘Reshaping Economic Geography’ argues that the most 
effective policies for promoting long-term growth are those 
that facilitate geographic concentration and economic 
integration, both within and across countries. 

http://econ.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/EXTDEC/EXTRESEA
RCH/EXTWDRS/EXTWDR2009/0,,menuPK:4231145~pagePK:64167
702~piPK:64167676~theSitePK:4231059,00.html 

UNCTAD World Economic Situation & Prospects 2009: The 
world economy is mired in the severest financial crisis since the Great 
Depression. WESP of 2006, 2007 and 2008 had already warned of the 
risks for this to happen. All factors analyzed in those reports have 
now played out and have pushed the world economy into recession. 
Growth in world gross product (WGP) is expected to slow to 1.0 per 
cent in 2009, a sharp deceleration from the rate of 2.5 per cent 
estimated for 2008 and well below the more robust pace in previous 
years. The prospects for the Least Developed Countries (LDCs), which did so 
well on average over the past years, are also deteriorating rapidly. Income per 
capita for the world as whole is expected to decline in 2009.   
http://unctad.org/Templates/webflyer.asp?docid=10852&intItemID=2068&lan
g=1 

For destination information, go 
to the national tourism office: 
Tourism de Timor Leste 
www.turismotimorleste.com 



Toolkit: Proposal Writing and Fundraising 

This toolkit provides tips and practical suggestions for applying for funding and proposal 
writing    www.gdnet.org/middle.php?oid=363 

WWF Conservation in action across Asia Pacific 

The mission of WWF across Asia Pacific is to ensure a future for both people and nature. 
WWF has been working to conserve Asia Pacific’s astonishing wealth of biodiversity for 
over four decades.  This nreport outlines WWF Asia Pacific activities. 
www.panda.org/about_wwf/where_we_work/asia_pacific/where/singapore/asia_pacific/index.cfm 

       

 

OECD calls for Aid Pledge from donor countries  

 

 

 

Mumbai: We Will Not be Divided 

We're all feeling the shock of the awful attacks in Mumbai. Our hearts go out to the victims 
and their families. The web address below allows you to take part in the on-line message to 
be published in newspapers across India and Pakistan. It needs international support for our 
friends and colleagues in both India and Pakistan.  

http://www.avaaz.org/en/india_undivided/98.php/?cl_tf_sign=1 

 

 

 

 

A call to the Heads of State of the world’s main aid donor 
countries to stand by their development pledges despite 
the economic slowdown.   
www.oecd.org/dataoecd/31/34/41613742.pdf 



The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species 

 

 

 

Take an eco holiday in Indonesia. 

Contribute to the conservation of endangered species. 

 

www.ecolodgesindonesia.com 

 

The IUCN Species Programme working with the IUCN Species 
Survival Commission (SSC) has for more than four decades been 
assessing the conservation status of species, subspecies, varieties, 
and even selected subpopulations on a global scale in order to 
highlight taxa threatened with extinction, and therefore promote 
their conservation.  www.iucnredlist.org/static/introduction 

The plants and animals 
assessed for the IUCN 
Red List are the 
bearers of genetic 
diversity and the 
building blocks of 
ecosystems, and 
information on their 
conservation status and 
distribution provides 
the foundation for 
making informed 
decisions about 
conserving biodiversity 
from local to global 
levels. 


